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DURING- this past week 
• Ayhen World War I vets of my 
vjntage observed the true Armi- 
stice Day on November 11, casu- 
lists in the Vietnam war 
werc-freported as 'The lowest in 
mo r hths.” 

“The low casualty levels,” 
-said the Associated Press, “re- 
flected a general lull in battle- 
field action as well. as the contin- 
uing withdrawal of American 
forces from combat.” 

; ■ A mere reading of the official 
casualty list, eight Americans 
killed in combat, 13 wounded 
.and 33 dead from non-hostile 
■.causes, is evidence that we are 
■ indeed winding down the ground 
, war as President Nixon proceeds 
with his “plan..” 


While the Cornell study con-, 
’cedes that “there has . indeed 
been a significant withdrawal of 
American air power from South- 


east • Asia, more 
;.planes remain to 
Jtinuation of the 
massive scale.” : 


than enough 


support of troops in -battle; the 
rest were for interdiction, ha- 
rassment, and retaliation in a 
country not being attacked from 
the air.. ■ ' • . .. : 


permit a con- 
air war on a 


': e A Massive § 




BUT WHAT about that other 
.war, the massive deployment of 
American air power- and re- 
newed emphasis ' on saturation 
bombing by B-52 Stratofortress- 
es? _ , ; 

;A recent report by' Cornell 
University researchers shows 
that in Cambodia, American air. 
operations have been conducted 
with sustained intensity since 
1970. B-52 raids in 'Northern 
; Laos, as reported by James Mc- 
Cartney of our Washington bu- 
reau at the time, were carried 
out for more than a year before 
official acknowledgment. ' ' “Pro- 
tective reaction raids against 
-.North Vietnam,” says the Cor- 
nell report, “strike a wider range 
of targets than their official de- 
scription implies.”. 


" So it appears that contrary to 
reports and impressions, the’ air 
war in Indochina is not being 
wound down like .the ground 
war. Cornell’s conclusions are 
that the administration’s policy 
of "withdrawal-without-political- 
cornpronyise" leaves it stiil 
boxed in by the enemy’s nvlii.ary 
initiatives; the only -response 
available is massive retaliation 
from the air.” 

■ Costs And Results’ : 


TO REVIEW our past and 
present policies, what have been 
the costs and results of massive 
aerial firepower? The study, 
sponsored by the Center for In- 
ternational Studies at Cornell 
University, offers these statis- 
tics: ' ■ . • . • • . . ' 

■ 1 — In 1971, as much bombing 
is being done in Indochina as 
was conducted in all theaters of 
World War II. - 

> ' 2 — By the end of this year, 
the Nixon administration will 
have deployed in three years as 
much bomb tonnage as did the 
Johnson administration in five. 


. The result was widespread 
civil destruction among the pop- 
ulation whose allegiance was 
and is being sought, It is esti- 
mated there have been over one 
■million civilian- casualties, in- 
cluding 325,000 deaths, while six 
million people have become refu- 
gees. 

4— Bombing in North Viet- 
nam between ' 1965 and 1968 
failed to yield significant results. 
Economic damage inflicted was 
about $500 million, casualties 
Leached 100,000 of which 80,000 
weie civilians. Yet CIA and De- 
fense Department studies 
showed no measurable reduction 
■in North Vietnam’s “will or ca- 
pacity for contributing to the 
war in the South.” ' ; , 

After the bombing “halt” in 
1968,-the emphasis' shifted first 
to below the 20th parallel, and 
then to Lars ’ and the TIo Chi 
Minh Trail. „,■■■. • 

5— Despite administration 
denials, a major U.S. air effort 
has been carried out in Northern 
Laos to support the Royal Lao- 
tian government. Cornell reports 
widespread devastation of Lao- 
tian society, but says despite 
these massive bombing efforts 
the Pathet Lao (Communist) 
now control more territory, than 
ever before. 


3 — In South Vietnam alone, 

'the United States has dropped 
3.6 million tons of bombs, almost 
four times as much as we used in 
the Korean war. Only 5 to 8 per 
cent of the air sorties flown in 
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The direct budgetary cost 
of the. air war has been around 
$25 billion, or about one-quarter 
the cosL of the Indochina war. 


